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Le cinquantenaire du “Muktataf” 


Le ler janvier 1926, le Muktatnf, Revue, scientifi 
tique et littéraire erdation d itoyens, Dre 
Nimr et Makarius fêtera ses n 

À cette © on, Mile. Zindé, 1 ivain connue sous le 
pseudonyme de “M pris l'initiative de commémorer digne- 
ment ce cinquantenairé de la plus ancienne des revues de 
langue arabe du monde entier. 


IA 


C'est une idée très heureuse, car les services rendus par 
le “Muktataf” à la langue et à la pensée orientales sont inap- 
préciables. D'autant plus que ses fondateurs “comme des 
chênes toujours verts” sont encore sur la brèche pour mener le 
bon combat. 


Mile. May a done convoqué dimanche dernier dans son 
salon de ln rue M 
des vues sur son projet 
Pacha Rifnat, ancien Ministre 
bey Chawki prince des p 
Recteur de l’Université E 3 ner 
Rachid Reda, Cheikh Moustapha Abdel Rwzek, Antoun Bey 
Gemayel, MM. Assand D: olas Haddad, Sélim Surkis, 
Dr, Taha Hessein, Me. Sami Jureidini, M. Gallad; notre direct 

; notre collaborateur Me, Stamboulié et d’autres per- 
alités de la Presse Egyptienne, 


Mile. May prononce un discours interrompu à plusieurs 
os par des applaudissements nourris. Elle retrace avec 
e éloquenee la vie du Muktataf et la reconnaissance que 
ît le monde oriental. Elle souligne ln nécessité de wc 
ganiser pour que les colonies syriennes de l'Amérique, les 
peuples de In Palestine, de la Syrie, du Liban, de In Mésopoti 
mie ons où a pénétré la langue arabe, puissent 
e jubilé. Elle propose la désignation d’un Comité 
composé d'éléments égyptiens et syriens pour réaliser 
un programme de travaux. 


Sa proposition est approuvée à l'unanimité et après échange 
de vues, on décide que les présents à la réunio nent le 
Comité lequel désigne un Comité exécutif composé de Rifant 
Pacha comme président, Mlle. May comme secrétaire, Ahmed 
bey Chawki, Loutfy bey el Sayed, Mohamed bey Hessein Heï- 
kal, rédacteur en chef du “Siassa', Saïd Pacha Choucair comme 
membres. 


Pouvoirs sont donnés à ce comité de s'adjoindre ultérieure- 
ment toutes personnes dont le concours lui 


3 pu) oknl ve 9 3 y So 


L'organisation d'un cinquantenaire 


Un salon où l'on cause 


U'est le Salon d'Elins Ziadé, rae Maghraby, un des rares 
ous du Caire, où l'on sait causer d'a e que de 
chiffons, politique et potins. 


I rappelle eus célèbres salons du XVITIème siècle où lus 
beaux esprits se réunissaient pour discuter philosophie, littéra 
ture et sciences mêlées. 


Mile May Zindé, jeune fille de lettres, connue sous le nom 

d'El Anissa May, un des plus célèbres et brillants prosnteurs 

arabes d'aujourd'hui aiguille ln conversation, l'anime, mêle une 

note élégunte et gracieuse, e féminine aux discussions 
graves des poètes et des penseurs. 


meurent les rancunes politiques, les 

n.… [n'y a plus que des fer- 

vents de la poésie, de la pensée ou de l'art ét l'on. voit, ce que 

nous y'avons vu dimanche et qui semble invraisemblable, la ter. 

rible êt eux polés uvernemental, le Dr, Taha Hussein 

discuter sur un ton serein avee Mahmoud Abbas El Acad, 
l’audacieux et brillant journaliste de l'opposition Saadiste, 


Ce Salon est un vrai temple de , tranquille, 
ge pour ceux qui veulent oubli 
et écœurantes conti cessités inplacables 
qui de Pomme font un bup pour l'homme, comme l’a dit Plaute. 


La réunion de dimanche 


Dimanche, la reunion avait un but précis. 
commémoration du cinquantenaire de la première revue de 
langue arabe, A7 M 


Parmi ceux quiavaient répondu à l'invitation se trouvaient 
des personnalités officielles, des écrivains, des poètes et des 
journalistes. 


Le discours d'El Anissa May 


Très droite dans sa robe blanche, scandant ses phrases ur 
monieuses, toujours élégantes, malgré l'improvisation, El Anissa 
Muy expose le but de cette réunion.  Célébrer le ‘cinquante 
naire de la revue Al-Wuktataf, cinquantenaire qui tombe en 
janvier ; ln cérémonie ne doit pas être seulement ln célébration 
du cinquantenaire d’une revue mais aussi une manifestation en 
l'honneur de la langue nrube, _ Ÿ seront conviés l'Irak, la Pa 
lestine, la Syrie, les pays d'Orient et d'/ e les deux 
Amériques où des émigrés Syriens ont gardéle culte et lu 

de lu langue maternelle. New-York seul compte 28 périodiques 
de langue arabe 


A cette cérémonie, à qui il faudra donner tout 
toute l'ampleur possibles, seront prononcés des discours, ré 
des poèmes qu'on réunira en un volume, 


La suggestion d'El Anissa May est approuvée en principe, 


Le Comité exéeutif 


Bien que la cérémonie ne doit avoir lieu qu'en janvier c'est 
â-dire dans six mois, El Anissa May insiste pour la conâtitution 
immédiate du Comité d'organisation, afin que les deux Amériques 


e arabe aient le temps de s’y préparer. 


La proposition est acceptée et l’on décide que toutes les 
présentes forment le comité du cinquantennire, qui 
patronnge de S.M. le Ro 


On procède ensuite à l'élection du Comité exécutif. Sont 
élus: Tewfk pacha Rifuat, ancien ministre de l’Instruction 
Publiqu ésident; Ahmed Chawky bey, conseiller; Loutfi bey 
El Sayed, conseiller : le cheikh Él Sayed Rachid Reda ; le 

eikh Moustapha Abdel Razek, le Dr. Mohwumed Hussein 
Haykal, Saïd Shoukair pacha. membre: 


Secrétaire : El Anissa May. 


Les invitations vont être immédiatement lancées aux 
habitants des pays lointains et les détails de la fête seront 
réglés ultérieurement, 


3,90 ) 64 su y Ds 


Les Noces d'or du Muktataf. 


L'écrivain bien connu, ln délicieuse Miss May a offert hier 
chez elle un & pour discuter au sujet de l'oppor- 
tunité de faire de la célébration des noces d'or du “Muktataf” 
une grande manifestation littéraire en Orient, Ont répondu a 
son  invitatic Tewfik Rifaat Pacha, ancien ministre 
del'Instruction Publique, Ahmed Bey Chnwky, le prince des: 
poètes, Leurs Éminences les ch Â Abdel Razek, 
Rachid Reda, Ahmed Bey Loutf El Sayed, Antoun Bey 
nyel, Sade . Talin Hussein, Abbas 
nhmoud El Acead, Ibrahim Abdel Kader Ef. El-Mazni, 
S s Eff, Haddad, Amir Eff. Boctor, M 

ri Gallad, M, Ch. Star ete 


Un éloquent discours de bienvenue prononcé par Miss 
May, fut souvent interrompu par de vifs applaudissements. 


D'autres alloeutions furent dites par Ahmed Bey Loutf 
El Sayed, El Sayed Rachid Red et Selim Ef Sarkis 

Un comité n él » me suit 

SE: Tewfk Rifant Pacha président, Miss May secrétaire, 
Ahmed Bey Chawky, Ahmed Bey Loutf El-Suyed, S. Em. le 


Sheikh Sayed_ Reda, S. Em. le Chéikh Abdel Razek, le Dr 
Hussein Bey Haykal, SE, Said Choukair pacha, membres. 


Puis les invités se sont retirés emportant de cette fête le 
illeur et le plus agréable des souvenirs. 
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UN JUBILÉ LITTÉRAIRE 
Le 60° anniversaire d'“Al-Muktataf” 

Qui ne consait, dans tout l'Orient arabe, la re 
At-Muktataf qui paraît au Caire et poursuit sa grande activité 
littéraire et scientifique depuis un d 
reconnaissance et d'admiration 
un comité composé de la meilleure 
égypto-syrienne a é 50% anniversaire, 
Ce comité publiera prochainement un livre consacré à la revue 
jubilaire. Tous les hommes de lettres, journalistes et _s0 
littéraires qui désirent collaborer à cet ouvrage et y füire paraître 
leurs éerits sont à t priés d'adresser prose ou poèmes, 
vant la fin de fé e du comité, Mile 
May Zindu, la très écrivain arabe, 
ghraby, au Caire. 
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LU PERLE NT 
Near East Colleges 
Asæxicax H. Q. 
18 Easr 41st Sraeer 
New Yonk NY 
F. Sarruf and Dr. 
Editors “ Al-Muktataf” 


R Frs: 

the office ofthe Alumni Association ofthe American 

Jniversity of B New York City, we have lenrned of the 
plans of the fHiends of the Muktatar to eclebrate ts reth are 


(2 


versary in February, 1926. On behalf of the Trustees of the 
University, it is an ‘unusual plensure for me to send you this 
personal note of congratulation. The Trustees take pride on 
this occasion in the achievement of two sons of the University 
They congratulate them on what they have done and wish them 
continued success and long life in the service of science and 
literature. 


Ever since its iaception on the Campus at Ras-Beirut by 
two young teuchers in the Syrian Protestant College of those 
duys, the Muktataf has served ns a dynamo of power for the 
regeneration of the newly awakening Arabie world, and as n 
lighthouse shedding rays for the gaïdance of the progressive 
steps of the peoples of he Neur Eust. 


For half a century this magazine has been endeavoring to 
interpret the West tothe East and the East to itself It bas 
béen thé most influentinl agency in acquainting the people of 
Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Iraq and Arabia, with the pr 

modern scientific and literary thought and with the récent deve- 
lopments in_ invention and discovery throughout Europe and 
the United States. In addition, it has popularized th 

trensures of that rich Arabie literature which constitutes one of 
the most valuable elements in the heritage of the Arabic speaking 
peoples. 


Ifthe American University of Beirut had accomplished 
nothing more than to produce two such men to interpret 
the life and problems of the Near Enst, it would have justified 
the expenditure of the money and ral service that have been 
poured into that institation by the American people over a 
period of more than sixty years as a token of their interest à 
common humanity. 


The efficient manner in which the Syriuns are participating 
in the teaching and administrative affairs of the University today 
is one of the most encouraging signs of our time, It must be & 
great satisfaction to you who were pioneer in this policy to note 
se significant changes. We realize fully that the glory of 
University has been reflected in all of your achievements. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Aumxer W. Sraus 
American Director 
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The American Press. 
Brur 


To the Editors of" Al-Muktataf ” 
Dr. Y. Sarruf and Dr. Nimr. 


Dan Sins:— 


The Administrative Committee of the American Press of 
the Amerieun Mission, Beirut, Syria, at its Inst meeting, reques- 
ted the Manuging Editor to prepare a suitable letter of cordial 
appreciation to be sent to the Editors of “ A1 Muktataf ” in 
recognition of the Fiftieth Anniversary of this Magazine. 


The Munngement ofthe American Press desires to_ offer 
its very heurty congratulations to the Arabie Monthly Revi 
SAL-Muktataf” upon the celebration of its Jubilee in 1996. 
The American Press feels a very special interest in the 
work of this Magazine and its splendid success, for the fi 
three or four years of its life were spent in connection with 
our Press whère it was printed for Dr. Y. Sarrouf during that 

y period of the founding ofits usefulness. All who have 
been connected with the American Press have since that time 
rejoiced in the widening sphere and the increasing. success of 
this very valuable Magazine. It opened a new path in Arabic 
publication work and as the years have passed has greatly bron- 
dened it We are glad thot there still remains an unofficial 
connection with us in the fact that the Agent for “ Al-Muktataf” 
in Beirut aud the Greater Lebanon is one of our Press Staff, 


gi Si ve 


The Magazine has always kept before it high idenls both 
literary and scientific, and its articles have always been of solid 
worth, sprending in the Arabie world a renewed interest in his- 
torieal and scientific discovery and res 


The Volume of Sketches of Lives of prominent men gnthe- 
red from previous numbers of “ Al-Muktatf ” and published 
recently as a single volume, “A’alam Al-Muktataf” is a striking 
evidence ofthe wide interests and great value of such n Magazine. 

The American Press Management, therefore, sincerely 
desires for “Al-Muktataf”, whose infancy began within its 
folds, many more years of continually increasing. success and 
widening iufluence for all that is best in Literary and scientific 
and historical progress 


Truth is one; and all who honestly seek to search out truth 
are one in their endeavor. 


Very cordially yours, 
Pauc Expuax 
Managing Editor. 

American Press, Beirut, Syria. 


vx 


Mensago sent ont 5 the Branches of the Alumni Association of the Amerionn 
University of Beirat. 


You undoubtedly know that Al-Muktatnf is the oldest 
among the living Arabie scientific and literary magazines. It has 
behind it Hfty yeurs of brilliant work, splendid service and rent 
achievements in spréading literary and scientific knowledge 
among the Arabic speaking peoples of the Enst. 


The Alumni Association of the A. U. B. is proud of the fact 
that its founders and editors, for the past half a century, are 
graduates of our beloved University 


A great celebration is being planned by some ofthe dis- 
tinguished men in Cairo, Egypt, to hononr the distinguished 
editors of Al-Muktntaf and to show their appreciation of the 
great worth and valunble services of the great magazine. The 
celebration will take place in all probability on the 25th of 
April. (You will be advised ifthe date should be changed.) 


The Faculty ofthe American University have voted to 
ward E. Nickoley. Dean of the School of Arts 
and Sciences, represent the University on that occasion, The 
Branch have voted to be represented also by one or 
more delegates. They have voted also to hold a meeting in 
rsity at the same hour and day as the Cairo meeting. 

further to send on that date n telegraphie 
of congratulations to our distinguished alumni, the 
founders and editors of Al- Muktataf 


We believe it would be most ftting and appropiate that 
your Branch should participate in this general appreciation. _If 
you do not feel like sending a delegate to represent your branch, 
you may request some friend who is residing in Egypt to act as 
your representative; or you may hold n public meeting to 
which you could invite some speakers. from the Branch or out- 
side the Branch, to give some speeches on Al-Muktataf and 
perhaps some one of your. members would like to send a poem 
tiele of appréciation. It would certainly be a gracious 
to cable, on the day of the celebration of the anniversary, 
ongratulntions, 


At any rate plense discuss the 
and members ofyour Branch and we 
way clear to do Your part in showing 
inestimable services of the said Journal. 


matter with the officers 
pe you sill see your 
our appreciation of the 


With kindest regards, I am, 
very sin 
S. 


General Secretary. 


<ely yours, 
LADI 
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Mademoiselle May Ziadeh: 
Dean Miss 
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me the report of the Committee on 
e ofthe Muktataf magazine and 1 hope that the date 
bration will b ne that 1 n accept ns | 

hest regard for the founders of the leuding maguzi 
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Lam sure you will keep me informed wheu the time for 

the celebration arrives. 
Faithfully yours, 
S. M. Zwen 
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The American University 


Calro 
The Committee for the Célébration of the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the 
MUKT AF 
Gesrienex 
It is a great privilège and pleasure to join with the great 


host of friends who are celebrating the 
the founding of your n 


ftieh Anniversary of 
honored magazine, the M 


—— 


ras 


Far and wide has gone the influence of this important 
agency of scientifie knowledge, literary culture and moral 
development. The field and scope of its influence are inter- 
national, but after all we count it our peculiar honor here in 
Egypt and at Cairo to claim it as our possession, because Cairo 
is the seat of its activities and the place of its publication. 

The American University at Cairo may rightly feel and 
express a very particulur gratitude to the Muxrarar for the 
large part it has played in eularging the opportunity for such 
an institution ns our own in the Arabie speaking world by 
emphasizing the importance of education, both literary and 
scientific. We have been accustomed to calling our institution 
“a bridge of friendliness between the English speaking and th 
Arabie speaking worlds.” Across this bridge should come and 
go the culture of both worlds, and the enriching contributions 
which they can make to each other. Whatour institution is 
endenvoring to do in a peculinr way through the lives of students 
who shall medinte between these two worlds, your magazine 
has also been doing through the printed pa 

May we also express our fellowship with you in the nature 
of your ideals. You hold ns we als that when values of 
Western science and influence and lenrning are brought 
into the Oriental world, they must not be so brought ns to 
denationalize that world. Rather must they be adapted, 
fied and nssimilated so that the Orient will tnke over the t 
ichness and inner value of that which the West has to offer, but 
nt the same time will give it such Oriental form and expression 
ns may serve not to damage but to enrich the distinctive 
character of Oriental culture and life. Only inthis way can 
this bridge of international friendship be wisely used and be 
regarded as a genuine blessing instead of a dangér and a ground 
for fenr. À bridge may be used for unfriendly invasion as well 
ns for friendly communica his is true in the realm of 
truth ns well as in the material reahm. As you have stood for 
friendly intercommunications between the various worlds of 
thought, so do we in our own work, aud in this we count you 
our ally as we hope we may be regarded by you as your ally: 

However, it would not be right to fix our eye only upon 
the past. The past is alwa nded to be a stepping stone for 
the future. For the decades, and, let us add, centuries of 
opportunity that lie before your magazine, we join in wish 
you the largest fields of opportunity and the richest success. 
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We beg to remain, 
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Principal R. Maclenahan 
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Boston, Mass. 
lhe golden jubiles of Al-Muktataf is g 
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land of Pharaohs we rejoice in this 
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Arrabitat expresses n extends wrarmest frien dship. 
Arrabitat. 
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